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1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 , line 1 , the phrase "and the like" renders 
the claim(s) indefinite because the claim includes elements not actually disclosed (those 
encompassed by "and the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

In claim 7, line 1 , "the base members" lacks antecedent basis. 
In claim 8, it is indefinite how a single lid member "are" nestable. 
In claim 11, lines 1-2, "removable received" is ungrammatical and indefinite. 
In claim 12, line 1, "said insert member" lacks antecedent basis. See also claim 
13, line 2. 

In claim 14, line 1, "said retaining members" lack antecedent basis from parent 
claim 11. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1-2 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Goulette (5,220,999). Disclosed is a storage container for an annular article comprising 
a base member (20) having a bottom wall and an upstanding side wall defining a central 
area for storage of a generally annular article, the side wall being curved but having a 
flat section (at hinge 30), the bottom wall having an upstanding portion (at 22) for receipt 
of a portion of an annular article, and a lid member (12) having a top wall and a side 
wall defining a central area, the side wall being curved but having a flat section (at hinge 
30), the base member and lid member being pivotally attached to one another. 

As to claim 2, the base member and lid member engage for latching engagement 
with each other. 

As to claim 7, the base member is inherently nestable with a similar base 
member. 

As to claim 8, the lid member is inherently nestable with a similar lid member. 
As to claim 9, the upstanding portion (22) forms a recessed portion (from 24) of 
the bottom wall (at 24). 

As to claim 10, the recessed portion comprises two arbitrary portions positioned 

adjacent one another. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1-2 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Walton (2005/0005513) in view of Goulette. Walton discloses a storage container 
for a wreath comprising a base member (1 1 ) having a bottom wall and an upstanding 
side wall defining a central area for storage of a wreath, the side wall being curved, the 
bottom wall having an upstanding portion (at 20) for receipt of a portion of a wreath, and 
a lid member (12) having a top wall and a side wall defining a central area, the side wall 
being curved. Goulette discloses a storage container for an annular article wherein the 
base member and lid member are pivotally attached to one another along a flat section! 
To modify the storage container of Walton employing the pivotal flattened hinge of 
Goulette would have been obvious in order to facilitate keeping the two members 
together and to allow standing of the container on the flattened section, as suggested by 
Goulette. 

As to claim 2, both references disclose the base member and lid member engage 
for latching engagement with each other. 

As to claim 7, both references disclose the base member being inherently 
nestable with a similar base member. 

As to claim 8, both references disclose the lid member being inherently nestable 
with a similar lid member. 

As to claim 9, the upstanding portion of Walton forms a recessed portion of the 
bottom wall. 
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As to claim 10, the recessed portion comprises two arbitrary portions positioned 
adjacent one another. 

7. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the art as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Cautereels et al. (5,205,413). 
Cautereels et al. disclose a generally- U-shaped pivotally attached latch member to 
secure a lid member to a base member. To modify the prior art employing a latch 
member such as that taught by Cautereels et al. would have been obvious in order to 
lockingly secure the lid member to the base member. 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the art as 
applied to claim 1 above", and further in view of Stanfield (4,940,143). Stanfield 
discloses a storage container having foot portions (36) in the base member receivable 
in corresponding recess portions (37) in the lid member of another storage container. To 
modify the prior art employing the structure of Stanfield would have been obvious in 
order to facilitate orderly stacking of plural storage containers, as suggested by 
Stanfield. 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the art as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Ellis (4,1 16,330). Ellis discloses an 
opening (24) located in a wall of a container to serve as a suspending means for the 
container. To modify the prior art employing the opening teaching of Ellis would have 
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been obvious in order to render the container suspendable from a hanging member, as 
suggested by Ellis. 

1 0. Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
the art as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Harsin (1 ,684,699). Harsin 
discloses an insert member (H) for providing individual storage within a container for an 
annular article. To modify the prior art employing the insert member teaching of Harsin 
would have been obvious in order to provide storage for accessories for the main 
contents, as suggested by Harsin. To provide the partitions as removable would have 
been obvious in order to provide a changeable storage area. 

1 1 . Claims 1 1 and 1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over the art as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Magee Jr. (1 ,036,661 ). 
Magee Jr. discloses an insert member (e) for providing individual storage within a 
container for an annular article. To modify the prior art employing the insert member 
teaching of Magee Jr. would have been obvious in order to provide storage for 
accessories for the main contents, as suggested by Magee Jr.. 

As to claim 13, a plurality of retaining members (the collars) are provided for 
receipt of the insert member there between. 

12. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the art 
as applied to claim 1 1 above, and further in view of Bonnevay (2,695,1 12). Bonnevay 
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discloses a storage area including spaced apart angle members (the partitions) and 
spaced apart channel members (the grooves). To modify the storage container of the 
combination further employing the partition teaching of Bonnevay would have been 
obvious in order to provide variable storage areas. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryon P. Gehman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4555. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Wednesday 
from 5:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu, can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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